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to say, that we have already reason to grant the existence
of those attributes of God, which the present inquiry is
designed to prove ? The present inquiry is, then, surely
made to no purpose. The attributes, to the demonstra-
tion of which the solution of this great question is necessary,
have been demonstrated, without any solution, or by means
of the solution of some former writer.

He rejects the Manichean system, but imputes to it an
absurdity, from which, amidst all its absurdities, it seems
to be free, and adopts the! system of Mr. Pope. " That
pain is no evil, if asserted with regard to the individuals
who suffer it, is downright nonsense ; but if considered as
it affects the universal system, is an undoubted truth, and
means only, that there is no more pain in it, than what is
necessary to the production of happiness. How many
soever of these evils, then, force themselves into the crea-
tion, so long as the good preponderates, it is a work well
worthy of infinite wisdom and benevolence ; and, notwith-
standing the imperfections of its parts, the whole is, most
undoubtedly, perfect." And, in the former part of the
letter, he gives the principle of his system in these words:
" Omnipotence cannot work contradictions; it can only
effect all possible things. But so little are we acquainted
with the whole system of nature, that we know not what
are possible, and what are not; but if we may judge from
that constant mixture of pain with pleasure, and incon-
veniency with advantage, which we must observe in every
thing around us, we have reason to conclude, that, to en-
due created beings with perfection, that is, to produce
good, exclusive of evil, is one of those impossibilities, which
even infinite power cannot accomplish."

This is elegant and acute, but will by no means calm
discontent, or silence curiosity; for, whether evil can be
wholly separated from good or not, it is plain, that they
may be mixed, in various degrees, and, as far as human
eyes can judge, the degree of evil might have been less,
without any impediment to good.

The second letter, on the evils of imperfection, is little